
Southeast Division Conference 
March 1-4, 2012 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
 
Joint Session: 
Presiding: John Kovalcik, Nat’l.  Jr. V. Cmdt. 
 
0900- Presiding Officer John Kovalcik called the meeting to order. He instructed the Sergeant at Arms to 
present the colors. The colors were presented by the Myrtle Beach Navy Jr. ROTC. The Chaplain gave the 
opening prayer followed by the patriotic story of the “Ragged Flag” concluding with the Marine Corps 
Hymn.  
 
The South Carolina Rolling Thunder Detachment gave a very inspiring prayer memorial service for our 
POW’s and MIA’s followed by a Battle Cross presentation in memory of all deceased veterans. 
 
Introduction of Dignitaries: 
Presiding Officer Kovalcik introduced the officers of the Marine Corps League Auxiliary and thanked 
them for their continued support. He introduced the following National Officers: Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio, Sr. 
V. Cmdt. Jim Touhy, JA Richard Gore, Exec. Dir. Mike Blum, and Chief Devil Dog Mike English. 
 
Presiding Officer Kovalcik read a moving letter from Southeast Division National Vice Commandant Dave 
Gardner stating why he could not attend the conference because of the illness of his wife. Dave said that 
his wife is continuing to improve and is gaining strength day by day. He wished all of his Marine friends 
his best wishes for a successful conference. A get well cards for his wife was circulating by the Chaplain 
for all to sign. 
 
The joint session was dismissed at 0940. 
The MCL Business Session was reconvened at 0955. 
 
Nat’l. Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio was called to the rostrum and made the following comments: 

 He thanked John Kovalcik for “stepping up” to chair the conference in the absence of Dave 
Gardner. 

 Cmdt. Voltaggio made reference to his worthwhile Marine Expo experiences at Camp Pendleton, 
Camp Lejeune, and San Diego. 

 He commented on the excellent speakers at the Mid-Winter Conference and the success of the 
meeting. 

 Nationwide, the uniform issues of the MCL have improved considerably. 

 He is concerned about the number of By-Law violations and Chapter 9 hearings because certain 
detachment commandants want to go off in their own direction and not follow the By-Laws. 
“This is wrong”, he said. 

 He urged all commandants at all levels to use the Professional Development Program and the 
Mentoring Program to lay the foundation for the By-Laws and MCL policies. 

 He stressed that leaders treat their members with respect and dignity.   
 



 
Question from the floor to the Commandant: 
“Why don’t we take more time to discuss solutions to our problems rather than hear all of the reports?” 
Answer: “Tell National what your specific problems are and National will be more than happy to answer 
them”. 
 
A discussion was held relative to dual membership as it relates to voting privileges and holding positions 
of leadership/office. More information will follow on this issue.  
 
John Kovalcik asked the question: “What is the most important document in the MCL?” 
Answer: “The Charter”. Please read and reread your Charter. 
 
Three reasons that can lead to revocation of your charter: 

 Subversive activities 

 Using dedicated funds for other purposes 

 Wannabees, check DD 214’s. 
 
“Can a current commandant request to see a member’s DD-214?” Answer: “Yes”. 
 
Statements made: 

 If you want to run for an office, you have got to give the time. 

 If you have a problem, ask someone. 

 Transmittals need to be submitted by the paymaster to National within thirty day. Do not wait 
to fill all of the spaces on the transmittal.  Do not hold members checks, deposit them.  

 Commandants are not to take for granted when signing membership applications, advancement 
applications, etc. Make sure they are complete, correct and accurate. 

 Detachments need to review, update their By-Laws to be in compliances with the National By-
Laws. By-Laws that are more than five years old need to be looked at. 

 Judge Advocates need to take a more aggressive role to inform their commandants when they 
see that something is wrong.  

 Be aware of hate crimes.  
 
Break 1130    Reconvened 1300 
A review was made by the Mobile chairman for the 2 012 National Convention: Renaissance and Battle 
House Hotels, Mobile, Alabama, August 12-18, 2012. Full Mardi Gras parade, Thursday August 16, Ball 
after the parade; Hotel reservations accepted beginning March 19. 
 
Report: Lou Calleja, Professional Development Program 

 The Power Point presentation has been changed to as PDF format to make it more accessible to 
the members. 

 Three programs that need to be emphasized: 
o Professional Development Program 
o Recruitment and Retention 
o Mentoring Program 

 Please complete the “Critique Form” and send to Leanna Dietrich, coordinator. 

 Commandants are urged to hold Detachment Staff Leadership School workshops on a Saturday 
or special day.  



 Take one module at a time and discuss at detachment meetings 
 
Comments by Mike Blum 

 The MCL will build and erect the Chesty Puller memorial to be placed next to the chapel next to 
the parking lot.  

 The contract is for $200,000.00 over ten years for $20,000.00 per year. 

 At the Mid-Winter conference the Devil Dogs donated $10,000.00 to the fund. 

 MCL bricks can also be purchased. $300.00 bricks discounted at $210.00. 

 Monument will be completed this summer and will be dedicated on the Marine Corps’ birthday. 
 
John Hopkins, Legislature Committee Report 

 The committee is very disappointed with the present congress. However, John did mention the 
names of several congressmen who are advocates for the MCL 

 He stated that over 285,000 women from all of the services have been deployed to Iraq and 
Afghanistan with 165 killed in action. 

 They do not receive the same kind of benefits as the men. The committee is working on this. 

 Sexual assault on women is a problem. Marines got through sensitivity training to help with this 
problem. 

 Unemployment nationwide for Marines is 19%. 

 Tri-care Health insurance for veterans will increase 
 
Meeting recessed at 1440 
 
0900 Business Session resume Saturday 3 March 
 
Commandant Kovalcik introduced General Stephan Olmstead who will be our banquet speaker and 
Guest of Honor; also introduced: Nat’l Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio, Sr. V. Cmdt. Jim Touhy, JA Dick Gore, and 
Devil Dog Chief Mike English. 
 
The Chaplain asked that we keep in our thoughts and prayers the 31 people who lost their lives in the 
Indiana tornado. He also said that 184 MCL members in the Southeast Division have passed since March, 
2011. As of yesterday Marine James Morris, Past Commandant South Carolina and Marine Chuck Reedy, 
Past Commandant of Tennessee have passed. 
 
Nat’l Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio presented a 50 year MCL membership pin to Don Marsh. 
 
Bid presentations for the 2013 Southeast Division Conference were heard from the following 
representatives: 

 Albany, Ga. Major Lawrence DesJardines Det. 1260 Dept. of Ga. 

 Atlanta, Ga. Detachment 1196, Griffin, Ga. 

 Nashville, Tn. Music City Det. 378 and Stones River Det. 1158  
 
1020 - Mid-Morning Break 
 
1040 – Meeting resumed 
 
 



Commandant Kovalcik called for a show of hands for a vote for the 2013 Southeast Division Conference. 

 The votes cast where overwhelming for Atlanta, Ga.  

 The 2013 Southeast Conference will be held March 7-9, 2013 at: 
 

Crowne Plaza Atlanta Perimeter Galleria 
6345 Powers Ferry Rd. NW 

Atlanta, Ga. 30339 
 

Tel: 770-955-1700 
 

The hotel will be accepting reservations starting March 26, 2012. 
 
The Commandants Council Report was given by Florida Department Commandant Bill Backes. He 
reported that all departments of the “Magnificent  Seven” gave excellent reports. 
 
Audit Committee Chairman Glen Barry Evans reported the Southeast Division Ad Hoc Committee 
examined the Southeast Division bank statements, records and reports maintained by the Southeast 
Division paymaster. No discrepancies were found by the committee in any of the financial records. 
 
A motion was made by Don Marsh to accept the report. Skip Sponheim seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. 
 
A motion was made by Nat’l. Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio to accept the Audit Committee’s recommendation that 
the Carter Award be paid out of the Southeast Division general fund not to exceed $250.00 for this year. 
The motion was seconded by Johnny Bake, Cmdt., Dept. of Alabama. The Motion carried.  
Announcements: 

 Jim Touhy announced that he will be running for MCL National Commandant. 

 John Kovalcik announced that he will be running for Sr. Vice Commandant. 

 Richard Gore announced that he will be running for Jr. Vice Commandant 

 Executive Director Mike Blum, speaking for Ben Cero, announced that Ben Cero will be running 
for MCL Judge Advocate. 

 
The business meeting was dismissed at 1200 and will reconvene for the Banquet beginning at 1800. 
 
Banquet: 1800 
 
Commandant Kovalcik welcomed all to the banquet. He introduced the following dignitaries:  
Executive Director Mike Blum 
Nat’l Cmdt. Vic Voltaggio 
Sr. Vice Cmdt. Jim Touhy 
Jr.  Vice Cmdt. John Kovalcik 
Judge Advocate Richard Gore 
Devil Dog Chief Mike English 
Ladies of the Auxiliary 
 
Commandant John Kovalcik called Elizabeth Love to the podium to introduce Guests of Honor Vera and 
General Stephan Olmstead. Elizabeth said “I’m very nervous and when I’m nervous I have an Italian 



accent and I’m not even Italian”.  However, Elizabeth did exceptionally well in her praise and 
introduction of her parents on the occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary. A large wedding cake was 
wheeled center stage where General Olmstead expertly sliced several pieces of anniversary cake using a 
magnificent military sword.  He presented the first piece of cake to his wife Vera. The audience 
applauded their  
 
For the next twenty-five minutes General Olmstead, USMC, captivated and entertained his Marine 
counterparts about his experiences as a nineteen year old Marine Pfc in the cold and miserable confines 
of the Korean War. His comments about the minus 30-40 degree weather were both amusing and then 
on the flip side he spoke of the grave and grim reality of Korean combat. Korean vets in the audience 
could be seen shaking their heads in agreement as they secretly recalled their own Korean War 
experiences. The General was given a standing ovation an excellent address to the Marines of the 
Southeast Division. Semper Fidelis  
 
The Frances R. Watt/Norma Liner Southeast Top Auxiliary Award was presented to Evelyn Joppa, 
President Holiday Unit, Dept. of Florida. 
 
The Carter Award for the Southeast Division Marine of the Year Award was presented to David Hatfield, 
Commandant, Dept. of Tennessee. 
 
Commandant John Kovalcik adjourned the Southeast Division Conference. 
 
Respectfully summited, 
 

Bob 
 
Robert C. Beale, Acting Adjutant 
Adjutant, Dept. of Florida  
 
 


